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SENIORS REBATE 

161. Mr B.S. WYATT to the Treasurer:  
(1) Given Treasury’s role in costing and approving the seniors rebate program, what assumptions is he 

making about the take-up rate of this fund?  

(2) What are the estimated administration costs associated with the rebate?  

(3) What cost savings does the Treasurer expect to reap by forcing seniors to apply, in a convoluted way, 
for this rebate, and delaying payment of the rebate until March next year?  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied: 
(1)-(3) I thank the member for Victoria Park for the question. The seniors rebate was, of course, a Liberal Party 

election commitment. It is an election commitment that we will deliver on. I understand that the 
payments will be forwarded to eligible seniors around Western Australia some time in March—it might 
be April—next year. I will have to get the exact date.  

Mr B.S. Wyatt: It will be forwarded to them? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: It might be electronically deposited in their bank accounts. The member should not 
worry, it will turn up; it will be there for them and, as the member well knows, it will be paid to those who 
follow the application process, which is clearly outlined and is easy to understand. I do not understand members’ 
criticism. We are trying to provide benefits to seniors in Western Australia, for whom, for years and years, 
members opposite did little. In fact, their interest in seniors was stimulated only when they saw them on the 
periphery of the election campaign. All of a sudden, what did we have? Announcements on public transport and 
a raft of other matters related to seniors who, for eight years, had to suffer. I look every day, for example, at the 
public sector waiting lists for housing. I see the seniors in our community who are waiting for appropriate 
homes. Why? It is because members opposite did not build enough homes to house them; they were asleep at the 
wheel. Here we are with an initiative designed to help seniors in Western Australia and we are being criticised 
because we are asking them to apply for the money. They will apply and we will pay the money.  
 


